Is the story about Joseph in Egypt a prophetic story? 

The story of Joseph is written in the awesome Word of God, the Bible. Every story that is written in the Bible is told to us in order to teach us, advise us and they are historic. It is up to date at any time. It was up to date in the past, it is up to date in the present (2009) and it will be in the future. To be able to see that the Bible is not just any book, we need to study in it, we really need to dig into the Word and take our time doing so. But we have to study with a praying heart, because we need to be aware that we can only understand what we are reading when we study the Word when we are open to God’s Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 2 it is written that de Word of God can only be understood spiritually. We are from the flesh and are only able to think on a “highly” human level. But to be able to understand the Spiritual Word of God we need to be accelerated to that spiritual level. We can only do so with the help of the Holy Spirit. Weather you are highly educated or  went to a Bible school, is of no importance. Your education doesn’t give you any divine insight in the Word of God. In the Bible we see that de Pharisees didn’t recognise the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, in spite of all their knowledge. And form these people in particular; who studied the Word of God every day, you would expect they would recognise Jesus was the Saviour they had expected for so long. But because of all their knowledge they were blinded, because they didn’t allow God’s Spirit to use their knowledge to the glory of God. The beautiful part of this is that God started to use people who had a very simple background and were treated as trash by society. Simple people like fishermen, Peter and Andrew. Rejects like Matthew the publican. To them God’s Word revealed everything that was hidden through His Holy Spirit. Later on the apostles soundly rated the Pharisees. 1 John 2:27 says: “As for you, the anointing which you received from him remains in you, and you don’t need for anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as it taught you, you will remain in him.” 

It is my prayer that God will give us insight in the story of Joseph through His Spirit. And that He will teach us personally, all the heights, lengths and widths, but also the depths of God when we begin to examine the Word of God. Lord, it is my prayer that we may come to the true knowledge of Your will. I thank You in the Name of the Lord Jesus, Amen.

To be able to understand the story of Joseph better, I would like to start with the part where Jacob and Rachel, Joseph’s parents, meet each other. This is the moment in which Jacob falls in love with Rachel. The name of her father is Laban and he is the brother of Jacob’s mother Rebecca. This means that Rachel is Jacob’s cousin. When Jacob announces to Laban that he wants to marry Rachel, Laban agrees, but first Jacob has to work for him for 7 years. Jacob has no problem to work for Laban for 7 years because it means that he will be able to marry the woman of his dreams. When 7 years have elapsed the time finally comes that he will marry Rachel… he thinks.

Jacob does get married, but it turns out he has married Rachel’s older sister Leah. Laban has cheated on Jacob. He explains to Jacob that it is customary for the younger daughter to wait until her older sister is married, before she can get married herself. So Joseph is married to Leah against his wishes (imagine that). Jacob has to work for his uncle for another 7 years in order to be able to marry Rachel. But he will do so for her. Then, after 14 years Jacob is finally married to Rachel. Both sisters get a serving girl from their father when they get married. Leah’s servant is called Zilpa and Rachel’s servant is called Bilha.

Leah bears Jacob six sons and a daughter. Then the two start to fight, because one of the sisters turns out to be very fertile, while the other sister doesn’t get pregnant. Then Rachel does something that would amaze us, but apparently was very common at the time. Because Rachel suggests to Jacob that he procreates a child on her servant Bilha. And Bilha will bear her child into Rachel’s lap the child can be seen as hers. Leah sees this and in order not to stay behind she also “gives” her servant Zilpa to Jacob. 

A considerable tension has risen between the two sisters. And it continues with both their children, as we will see later on. The Lord is merciful to Rachel after all and as it is written so beautifully in the Bible “He opened her womb, she conceived and bore him a son”. She bore Jacob two sons; the eldest of the two is Joseph.

Eventually Jacob has 12 sons and a daughter.

With Lea   he has  
: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, and later Issachar, Zebulun and Dinah.

With Bilha     
: Dan and Naphtali

With Zilpa         
: Gad en Asher

With Rachel        
: Joseph and Benjamin

There is animosity between Joseph and his half brothers. It is obvious that Jacob favours Joseph. Later on Joseph starts to talk big, in their eyes and they see him as someone who tells their father everything. It is getting too much for the brothers when Joseph starts to explain about two dreams he had. 

At a certain moment Joseph’s sheaf of corn stood upright and the sheaves of the other brothers bowed for his. In the second dream the sun, moon and eleven stars bowed for him. It is obvious whom these celestial bodies that are bowing for Joseph represent. Annoyance and anger takes control of the brothers. When they are grazing the flocks in a place outside of a different town, Jacob sends Joseph to go and see how they are doing. The brothers think of a scheme in order to get rid of him. One of the brothers even suggests killing Joseph. Reuben wants to prevent that and he wants to make sure that Joseph will be able go back to their father. After a while they see a caravan with Ishmaelite merchants coming their way. Judah suggests selling Joseph to them. This way he prevents his brother from being killed. So they sell Joseph for 20 peaces of silver, after which he is taken to Egypt.

When the brothers come home to their father they lie to him and they tell their father that Joseph was killed and devoured by a wild animal. Jacob’s grieve is immense.

Years go by. A prominent man named Potiphar buys Joseph to be his slave. Later on Joseph spends several years in jail. But through a miracle Joseph becomes viceroy of Egypt and only the Pharaoh outranks Joseph. But because the Pharaoh leaves everything to Joseph and trusts him completely, Joseph is in fact the most powerful man in Egypt. God makes all of this possible because of Joseph’s faithfulness to him and because Joseph is so righteous, honest and pure of heart. From slave to viceroy of Egypt!!! Awesome!

Genesis 42-44 tells us there is a great famine in the region, but food is plentiful in Egypt because their leader had been collecting food in times of abundance. And the people could buy this food, so from far away people come to Egypt in order to buy this food. In Canaan, the country where Jacob and his sons are living, there is also famine. Jacob gives his sons money and spices and orders them to go to Egypt to buy food.

When Joseph’s brothers arrive in Egypt and are standing in line to buy food, Joseph recognizes them. The brothers, on the other hand, don’t recognize him after all these year.

We can imagine that Joseph was clothed as Egyptian royalty, maybe with some sort of imperial ornaments, as was customary at the time. Besides he is not the young man that was sold by his brothers anymore. He really had changed. Maybe he even had grown, or his posture had changed, but certainly his appearance had changed. His brothers just couldn’t recognize him.

Joseph starts some sort of game with his brothers and tells them he thinks they are spies who have come to see in which places Egypt has weaknesses. His brothers bow down for him and try to convince him that that is not the case and that they are honest people, sons of one father. In their fearful honesty they tell him about their brother who is no longer with them and that the youngest brother is at home with their father. Joseph has them locked up in jail for three days. On the third day Joseph lets them out and makes them a suggestion. As prove of their honesty they will have to go home and bring their youngest brother Benjamin to him. But he wants to keep one of them in Egypt as some sort of pledge. Joseph picks Simeon to stay behind and he ties Simeon up in front of them. Joseph orders to fill up the sacks with wheat and food for the road. He also orders to put everybody’s money back in his sacks.

We could ask ourselves: “WHOM did Joseph give the order to?”

While the brothers are on their way, one of them opens a sack with food and finds the money they had used to pay for the food. Then they all discover the money in their sacks. When they arrive home with their father Jacob they tell him about everything that had happened. Joseph gets very depressed when he hears about everything that had happened.

· First his son Joseph, dead.

· Than his other son Simeon left in Egypt. 

· Then it turns out that the food hasn’t been paid for; all the money has been found in the 
sacks. His sons would be seen as thieves.

· Then the King’s demand concerning Benjamin. His youngest son, the only son left from his 
beloved Rachel, also has to go to Egypt. Jacob doesn’t even want to think about letting 
him go with his brothers. 

I can imagine he doesn’t have much confidence in his other sons after looking at the list of negative things that have happened.

But after a while they run out of food again and they have to go back to Egypt to buy food. They have to go back to that monarch again. But this monarch has told them that they don’t have to think about coming back without their youngest brother Benjamin. Rueben makes a suggestion to Jacob in order to convince him to let Benjamin come with them. Rueben will take full responsibility: Jacob can kill two of his sons in case Benjamin doesn’t come back with them. 
This is a remarkable suggestion that Rueben makes. Rueben was the only one who stood up against his brothers when they wanted to kill Joseph. Rueben who spoke as the only one with a conscience and tore his clothes when he found out that Joseph was no longer in the place where a expected him to be, but found out that his brothers had sold him to merchants instead… This Rueben makes this brutal suggestion, that two of his sons may be killed if they don’t bring Benjamin home again.

But Jacob can’t be convinced.

Then Judah speaks up to his father and this time even Jacob can see that it really is necessary for Benjamin to go with them. They have to go and buy food, otherwise they will all die. Judah tells his father that he will stand for Benjamin to return home with them. The brothers are on their way to Egypt. They bring double the amount of silver in order to favour the monarch.

When Joseph sees them with Benjamin, he orders his steward to bring these men to his house and to slaughter an animal and prepare dinner. 

When the brothers notice the steward is bringing them to the house of this Egyptian monarch, they get scared. They think they are going to be punished; because it has been found out they haven’t paid for the food the last time. So they speak to the steward and he simply replies: “do not be afraid, your God and the God of your forefathers has put presents in your sacks, I have received your money. Then the steward brings their brother Simeon back to them. The steward gives them water for them to wash their feet and he feeds their mules.

When Joseph enters the room his brothers bow deeply for hem. Joseph asks them if their father is doing well and when Joseph sees his brother Benjamin he can hardly hold his tears. He quickly runs into the other room and bursts into tears. Joseph manages to take control of himself and goes back to his brothers and they have dinner together. The Hebrews eat separately from the Egyptians. The brothers are surprised that they are all seated in the order of their ages, form the eldest down to the youngest and Benjamin has five times as much food as they have.

By now it should be clear to the brothers that the person who arranged it all, would have been very familiar with their family.

Joseph orders his steward to completely fill up the sacks with food and to give all their money back in the sacks. And… his own silver cup has to be put in Benjamin’s sack.

The brothers return home the next day, back to their father Jacob. The whole family is complete again and the sacks are filled completely. All of a sudden they see a cloud of dust behind them: Egyptians! It is the steward and he accuses them of theft. The silver cup of the monarch has been stolen!! They all have to go back to that Monarch to take responsibility for the theft. But they are convinced that none of them had the idea to steal something and certainly not the silverware of the monarch himself. So they suggest that the person in whose sack the silver cup is found will be his slave forever.

The sacks are opened and the cup is found in Benjamin’s sack!!!! Everybody is beside himself. They even start to wonder whether this is all happening to them because of their injustice towards Joseph all these years ago.

Then Judah takes a step forward and makes a stand for his younger brother. He will be Joseph’s slave instead of Benjamin. Judah begs Joseph for mercy and says: “Though you are equal to Pharaoh himself….” This is a remarkable comment. Judah sees that this monarch is as powerful as Pharaoh. In other words: Judah sees and acknowledges that it is as if Pharaoh himself is standing in front of them, they are the same. So Judah comes to recognition as well as admission.

(It is an important discovery that Judah comes to this recognition as well as admission. We will get back to this. This is a wonderful moment in this story but also in Jewish history.)

When Joseph sees this he is touched. So what does Joseph see?

· He sees that their attitude changes: they all make a stand for Benjamin;

· He sees that they humble themselves;

· He sees that they become desperate.

At that time Joseph can’t take it any longer. He can’t control himself anymore and orders that everybody leaves the room. He wants to be alone with his brothers. Then…. Finally…he makes himself known to them.

Try to imagine this scene. Joseph takes off his “ornaments”, so that his brother may recognize him and I can already hear him say: It’s me Joseph, your own brother, the one you sold to Egypt.” He probably had to repeat this sentence a few timse, because this is certainly not what they would have expected. But Joseph is filled with compassion and love. He takes them in his arms and all he can see now is that God in all His providence guided everything in the right channels. This is a very moving part of the story.

Characteristics.

In books that are written about the Bible Jesus Christ is the image of Joseph. When we study Joseph’s personality we can see the Lord Jesus in his character, but also in the way he acted.

Let’s pick out a few of Joseph’s characteristics: 

· Joseph was open and sincere in everything; he told his father and his brothers about his dreams, in spite of the fact the he could have known that that wouldn’t be received well. (Gen. 37: 6-9).

Sincere.
· He had a strong sense of justice; he didn’t answer to the seductions of Potiphar’s wife. While he had every opportunity to commit adultery with his master’s wife he didn’t do it, but instead ran away as fast as he could. (Gen. 39: 7-9).


Justice.
· He has respect for his fellow human beings; he remained loyal to his master Potiphar and he kept his hands off his wife. And when Joseph is put to jail, while being innocent, he is sincerely interested in the well being of the other two prisoners. The baker and the cupbearer to the Pharaoh. (Gen 40:7).

Merciful.

· Joseph is not hateful; he takes them in his arms after everything his brothers have done to him. (Gen.45:4)

Forgiving.

· He is fearful (respectf) of God. He doesn’t want to commit any sin against God. (Gen.39:9)

Fear for God.

· Joseph was a man who loved God very much. Our Creator would like everyone to be like Joseph. God loved him very much and because of that He blessed him in everything. (Gen.39:2)

Love for God

· The relationship between God and Joseph was very good. God even told Joseph about His thoughts. That is why Joseph had the gift to prophesy, explain dreams and visions and he had much wisdom 
He had divine gifts.

· He received all power and was equal to Pharaoh. (Judah acknowledges that in Gen.44:18)

He had authority.

· Because Joseph had been a steward and a slave for many years, he knew his stewards like nobody else did. He knew their feelings and was well acquainted with their situations in life. (Hebrews 2:18 says the following about the Lord Jesus: “Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”)
· Through his own experience he was able to empathize with others.


All these characteristics of Joseph and his relationship with God are also true for the Lord 
Jesus. That is why we can see Joseph as a character for Jesus.

Comparing the situations of Joseph and the Lord Jesus.

When we compare the situations of Joseph and the Lord Jesus with each other everything gets even more interesting.

His brothers sold Joseph to Egypt and so was the Lord Jesus. The Jewish people didn’t accept Jesus as their brother and Messiah of the Jewish people, but He was rejected and was sent to the gentiles (non Jewish people) until today by the largest part of the Jewish people. But the Christians are to blame that this picture still stands after all these centuries. Think about the Crusaders, the Spanish Inquisition, World War II and anti-Semitism. The last one is on the rise again, by the way. Because of this history the image of the Lord Jesus as the Jewish Messiah for the Jewish people as well as the believers from the gentiles, has faded away completely. In His name many Jews have been killed. The Greek name of Jesus has also created a fog for the Jewish eye. The Lord Jesus was born as a Jew that is why His name wasn’t Jesus, but He was called Yeshua, which means ‘salvation’ in Hebrew.

The Egyptians made the Jewish man Joseph monarch over Egypt. The Lord Jesus is a Jew and in many countries all over the world people accept Yeshua as Lord and God.

Gentiles (read “Egypt”) say that Yeshua is Lord over their lives and that He is the King Who reigns over their lives. 

In Egypt only Pharaoh outranked Joseph. And that is also true for our Lord Jesus; only God the Father is above Him. But He has given dominion to the Lord Jesus, like Pharaoh did to Joseph. 

The relationship between the Lord Jesus and God the Father is a topic that goes very deep, but it would lead us astray from our theme. There is one thing I would like to say though. In the past three years in Israel discussions have started about the divinity of the Lord Jesus. And it is also spreading to others parts of the world. I don’t want be a part of this discussion, small human being as I am, to try to anatomise the Almighty Creator of heaven and earth and us human beings. First of all we will never be able to find an explanation of Who God is. Our human brains are too small for that. It is ridiculous, and I would even call it blasphemy, to even try. A simple mention of Hebrews 1: 8,9 tells us that God Himself, calls the Son, and that is the Lord Jesus, “God”. That should be enough for us. So let’s go back to our comparison of the situations Of Joseph and Yeshua. 

Joseph had servants and a steward. The Lord Jesus also has servants and stewards. Every ruler, King or Emperor has people who serve him. But the steward is a special servant. I will get back to this later, than we’ll will have a closer look at this steward.

Far from the Egyptian empire Joseph’s power, wisdom and mercy were well known. Isn’t that also the case with the Lord Jesus? All over the world people are talking about Him and His name is being spread by His stewards. His works are known all over the world and if there is one spot where nobody has been to spread the gospel yet, soon a missionary will be going there to do so. God is directing this perfectly from above. We can look forward to the moment when the Lord Jesus will come back to rule the world. Every knee will bow for Him and every tongue will confess He is Lord.

It may be clear that Joseph, as a person, his personality and the circumstances in his life, are an image of the Lord Jesus. When I took a closer look at this wonderful story, which is also a prophetic story, I had to notice that nothing is written without a reason. In Matthew 5:18 is written how valuable every letter and every stroke of a pen is in the Word of God. So if even a single punctuation mark is that important in the Bible, a whole word or a name must of great importance. Nothing is written without reason. So I wondered why Joseph kept is brother Simeon in Egypt and not Issachar or Zebulun. Why is Simeon’s name mentioned at all? The Bible could have said: “And Joseph kept one of his brothers in detention.” But no, Simeon’s name is mentioned specifically. I believe the Lord opened my eyes for the following. I would like to urge you not to accept anything I say as the truth, but I want to urge you check everything I say in the Bible. Study and let God’s Holy Spirit open your eyes for this prophecy and be marvelled with me about the depth and greatness of His Word, the Bible.

Maybe you already know this, but every Hebrew name has a meaning. The Bible becomes even more interesting when you are reading it with knowledge of the Hebrew language. When you read the Bible as a historic book, you will read the first dimension. Reading the Bible in a way that you can project it in your own life is the second dimension, but you will enter the third dimension when you know what every Hebrew name you read in the Word means. With the little knowledge I have from Hebrew, I would like to share with you what I discovered in this story. It is not of my own, but by God’s mercy. So all praise to Him.

Let’s have a look at Simeon.

Simeon. In Hebrew the name is written as Shimon, which comes from the Hebrew verb ‘Lishmoa’, which means ‘hearing’. When you say ‘I hear’ in English, in Hebrew you’ll say ‘ani shomea’. So you could say Simeon means sense of hearing.  

When we look at the story, we read that Joseph kept Simeon in Egypt for a while. Which means that he couldn’t be with his brothers during that time. In other words: For some time his ‘sense of hearing’ was not with his brothers, but it was in Egypt.

Let’s have a look at the recent history of the state of Israel. It was very difficult to preach the gospel to the Jewish people after the foundation of the state of Israel in 1948. They refused to listen to the gospel and it almost seemed useless to bring the good news to Israel. A well known Dutch Bible teacher, Jan van Barneveld wrote a book called “Israel our eldest brother”, in which he said that gentile believers should not go to Israel to evangelise. In the last print of his book he corrected this statement, because he has come to see, through the latest news about evangelism in Israel is really starting to bear fruit now. From my last personal experience in 2005, I was able to see that the Israeli people are eager to listen to the gospel of peace, through the Prince of Peace, Yeshua HaMashiach. It is also because of the difficult situation they are in now, that the hunger for real peace is growing enormously. There is a lot of pressure on this nation. The circumstances Israel is in now can be compared to the situation Joseph’s brothers were in at the time. 

We also read that Joseph’s steward brings Simeon back to his brothers. This states that the ‘sense of hearing’ is back in Israel. This can be translated to the present as well, because the Israeli people are incredibly open in the year 2005. When I compare the present with my experience in the year 2000 during my first campaign, I can really say that Israel is eager to hear the gospel. Simeon, the hearing, is back in Israel. 

Judah is also mentioned specifically. What will his name tell us?

Judah.
The name Judah speaks of ‘worship, praise’. In Genesis 44:18 Judah comes to an acknowledgement. He says: “You (Joseph) are equal to Pharaoh himself.” This moment is very important for Joseph’s brothers. But it is also very important for the Israeli people now, in 2005. Where can we make the connection? I would like to explain that to you now. In the past few years I was able to see and experience that Messianic Jews, Jews who believe that the Lord Jesus is the Messiah, go out into the streets to evangelise through singing, drama and distributing tracts and flyers. They do this in order to be able to bring the gospel to their brothers, who don’t believe in Yeshua yet. They sing God’s praises out loud by singing that Yeshua is Adonai. This means they are singing that Jesus is God and the Messiah all Israel has been waiting for. This is what Judah acknowledged in the Bible verse I mentioned above. In other words: Through worship (Judah) a part of the Jewish people expresses that the Lord Jesus is God. Not all brothers said; “You are equal to Pharaoh.” Only Judah said those words, one of eleven brothers. That is what is going on at the moment. It needs to be said that more and more Israeli’s are giving their lives to Yeshua. A previous year I had the privilege of witnessing that a few believers were baptised in the river Jordan, the lake of Galilee and the Mediterranean. Weekly Israeli’s make this important decision. That is great isn’t it?

Simeon is in fact an explanation of everything that has happened in the state of Israel in the past 50 years. But it also explains which phase Israel is in now. We could say that Israel is in a phase in which it wants to hear the Word of God. Their sense of hearing is back. In short: ‘first not being able to hear, but now they are able to hear again.’

(One more remark about Simeon: it was Joseph himself who kept Simeon away from is brothers. Rom. 11:8 says: God has given them a spirit of stupor; eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day.” So it was God Himself Who made this happen. It was because the Jewish people didn’t want to acknowledge Yeshua as the Messiah, but God had already known that beforehand. It was Joseph’s steward who brought Simeon back to his brothers… keep that steward in mind. We will come to explain about the steward soon.) 

Juda shows how Israel is doing spiritually. The spiritual healing (Ezekiel 37) of Israel is happening right now. Thousands of Israeli’s acknowledge that Yeshua is the Messiah already and they sing about it in public. They openly praise His name (with all consequences that might bring them. The religious orthodox Jews do not make life easy on them). It happens that Messianic believers are publicly humiliated in their places of residence. But the fact that the Jewish people of Israel glorify the Name of Yeshua in the streets can be seen as a sign.

Benjamin

Benjamin literally means ‘son right’. In simple English you could say ‘son at my right hand side’. The Bible says that the Lord Jesus is seated at the right hand of God in Ephesians 1:20, Hebrews 10:12 and Hebrews 12:2. 

We could say that Benjamin is an image of the Lord Jesus in His current position as the Son, seated at the right hand of God the Father. “Son at the right hand side!” So we could say that Joseph, as well as Benjamin, is an image of the Lord Jesus. Joseph’s life is an image of the life’s journey of the Lord Jesus until He comes to rule the earth. Benjamin is an image of the Lord Jesus Whom, after He fulfilled His great work and after He conquered death, is now seated at the Right hand side of God in heaven while ruling there as well.

The cup

I believe the cup Joseph had put in Benjamin’s sack also has a special meaning. It was Joseph’s royal cup. I can imagine the cup was not filled when they put it in Benjamin’s sack. Joseph’s cup was empty at that moment. There was nothing in it when it ‘appeared’ from Benjamin’s sack. 

While the Lord Jesus was in Gethsemane talking with his Father he also spoke about a cup in Luke 22:42. He asked His Father to take the cup from Him, but He left the decision to His Father. What was in this cup? What is it, that the Lord Jesus saw in this cup, that even the Son of God, Who is the Creator of Heaven and Earth and Who has power over everything and everybody, that even HE would ask for this cup to be taken away from Him? It must have been impossible to describe everything that had been collected in this cup. The shortest possible description of the contents of this cup is: the sins of Israel, our sins, the sins of the rest of the world together with the irrevocable, everything consuming judgement of God that was attached to these sins. The Lord Jesus drained the glass completely and He had to suffer tremendously to do so. He paid for our sins with His life and He became a slave like Joseph had been. But after He had drained the cup, it was empty and the al consuming judgement from God was taken from our shoulders. In the Lord Jesus there is no longer any judgement for us. (Romans 8:1) He died and He conquered death by rising from the death. And now He is seated at the right hand side of God. He became “Benjamin”, Son at the right hand side of God. Although Benjamin was found with Joseph’s cup in his sack, the cup was empty. There was no judgement any longer. Joseph/Jesus went this long road of suffering in order to sit on the throne as Ruler in order to be able to help his brothers in the difficult struggle that lay ahead. Today the Lord Jesus is ready to help His brothers, the Israeli people in the year 2006. 

…But then….

THE STEWARD to Joseph. 
We have studied Joseph and his brothers and how they went along in the person of the Lord Jesus, Who was timeless of course. We have seen that the brothers are images of Israel today. Now it is getting really exciting who the steward to Joseph is. Did he come to our world today as well? And whose image is he? 

Let’s have a look at what or who a steward really is. The Bible describes him as ‘the one who is ruling over Joseph’s household’. You could say that a steward is someone who takes care of everything that is going on in his master’s household. 

A king or a president will have servants of different levels of importance. What do I mean with that? He will have servants who work in different places in his kingdom. There are servants who take care of security around the palace, or take care of the catering. There will be servants who take care of the house and servants who do different tasks their king asks them to do. But the king will only use one person to take care of his most personal things; a servant who has a clear overall view to keep the palace in order. The king is too busy reigning over his country. So now the question is… What kind of person would the ideal steward be, so that he can perform his tasks the way the king wants him to? In other words, what qualifications does a steward need to have in order to be considered for the job? Let’s run down a list. A steward needs to: 

· …Be trustworthy

· …Be obedient

· …Be able to perform tasks perfectly

· …Have a good record of service

· …Always be prepared to be used 

· …Be prepared to learn more

· …Be open to corrections

· …Do everything in order to serve his Master even better 

· …Be able to sense what his Master wants him to do

In short: he needs to be focussed on his master completely.

When we take a closer look at Joseph’s steward we will see that Joseph trusts the steward completely. Have a look at the tasks Joseph gives him and how he handles the brothers. He is being asked to….

· … Take the brothers to into the house of Joseph (Gen.43:16)

· … Prepare the stock (verse 16)

· … Fill the sacks of the brothers up with food. (Gen.44:1)

· … Put the money back in the sacks (verse 1)

· … Put the silver cup in Benjamin’s sack (verse 2)

· … Go after the brothers (verse 4)

All of these are tasks that you wouldn’t give to just any servant. When you are a king you want to make sure that your family will be treated very well. So this steward needs to be civilized, chivalrous and compassionate. On top of that you need to be able to trust your servant completely in order to let him be trusted with your money, and so on.

The Bible doesn’t mention that Joseph ordered his steward to do so, the steward does the following on his own accord: he…

· Encourages the brothers and he reassures them. (verse 23) ‘Don’t be afraid. Your God, the God of your father, has given you treasure in your sacks.

· Takes Shimon (the sense of hearing) back to his brothers. (verse 23)

· Gives them water to wash their feet (verse 24)

· And feeds the donkeys (verse 24)

The actions do not interfere with Joseph’s plans, which means that his actions met his master’s approval. It states that he knows Joseph, his master, very well and understands Joseph’s feelings and wishes: he knows Joseph very well.

So, who is Joseph’s steward? 

To my humble opinion the steward of Joseph is the image of the true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, Yeshua HaMashiach, the believer who take the precious Word of God without compromise, but wants to serve the Lord Jesus with al his might and study the Word of God continually. The steward is a believer with a holy fear/respect for God and the great works the Lord Jesus did for us and wants to follow Him unconditionally. The believer who wants to love everything the Lord Jesus loves and rejects everything He rejects and gives himself 100% to build the Kingdom of the King of kings.

The steward is also the believer who sees and understands the love Joseph has for his brothers. He wants to spread the love Joseph has for his brothers through his service to his master. The steward doesn’t say: “aha, now I know they rejected Joseph, my Master once, they even sold him as a slave to Egypt, let them help themselves. I look at myself instead of his brothers and I stand up as the brother of Joseph.”

“Look at me, I am in Joseph’s palace now.” “I’m the one who may be in the presence of Joseph and he is giving me tasks to do.”

No, he didn’t react like that. This replacement (replacement theology) is impossible, because nobody can take the place of Joseph’s brothers. Just take a look at Joseph’s character. We already studied that. Joseph is forgiving and he has a lot of love for his own family. It was God Who showed Joseph that it was Him Who had foreseen it all. That is why Joseph sees that everything is in God’s hands. And the steward, who is having the privilege to be working so closely to Joseph, is selected because he has the same personality and capabilities. And together with his love for Joseph, his master, these strange thoughts would never have occurred to him, let alone he would ever say anything like that.

Dear reader, do you recognize this steward in yourself? Do you love the Lord Jesus so much that you would want to be this steward? Do you love the Lord Jesus so much that you would want the Almighty God give you these characteristics, so that you can be a useful steward to the Lord Jesus?

The steward is closely involved in Joseph’s “personal matters” with his brothers. And when we read the passage (Gen 42 – 45) carefully, we will see that the steward is completely involved in the situation Joseph is in and makes sure he does everything in order to prepare for the moment when Joseph takes of his ‘Egyptian’ robe to make himself known to his own brothers. 

What an amazing and moving moment this must have been. And what an awesome moment it will be when Yeshua will make Himself known to HIS brothers, the Jewish people. Just like Joseph, through God’s providence, was sent to Egypt, so that his brothers would be provided for in the very difficult times that lay ahead of them, so the Lord Jesus, Yeshua Hamashiach, was sent into the whole world in order to provide for the increasing needs of Israel today. It is exactly like the story of Joseph tells us, actually. Joseph had the help of a steward who gave his all to Joseph. From the very first moment Joseph saw and recognized his brothers when they first came to Egypt, everything was set in place to prepare for the awesome moment when Joseph made himself know to his brothers. The question you need to ask yourself now is: Do you, as a faithful believer in the Lord Jesus, say: “Lord, I love You from the bottom of my heart; I want to give You everything, because You gave everything so I could be saved. I really want to be this steward to You. I want to be the Steward You can trust completely and I want to help You prepare and announce the moment that You, Lord Jesus, will reveal Yourself to Your own brothers, Israel.”

Prayer.

“Lord Jesus, Yeshua… I want to be completely available to You, so that I can be used in Your plan of salvation to Your firstborn, Your people Israel, the people of Your first covenant. I want to arrange, tidy up, cleanse and purify my life for You completely, in order to be useful in Your hands. Lord I am willing to be used by You, wherever You want me to go. Lord give me the desire in my heart to pray for Israel on a daily basis, like guardsmen on the walls of Jerusalem. Please give me the desire to do the specific task You have for me. Maybe You want me to collect goods for the poor in Israel, or maybe You want me to support Israel with my financial means. Please work it out in my heart if You want me to go to Israel personally to encourage Your people in the land You promised to them, open the doors for me and give me the means so I will be able to go. If You want to use my talent and capabilities in a social or caring way, please make it known to me, Lord! Father in heaven, dear Lord Jesus I want to be obedient to You. You, Who never kept anything from me, I want to give proof of my love for You, I want to give You everything I have. Teach me, Lord, to be completely useful to You, so that I can be the steward that may perform the tasks that are so dear to You. 

“Here I am, send me…” 
Amen

Isaiah 6:8

